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Friday 26th June 2026

Dear Parent/Carer,
 
Changes to Free School Meal Eligibility from September 2026
 
We would like to make families aware of important changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility that will come into effect from September 2026.
 
The Government has announced that all children from households receiving Universal Credit will become entitled to a free school meal. This means that some families who have not previously qualified may now be eligible. There are now two categories of benefits-related Free School Meals:
 
Targeted Free School Meals
Families receiving Universal Credit with household earnings of £7,400 or less per year.
Students in this category are entitled to Free School Meals and access to the Holiday Activity & Food Programme (HAF).
 
Expanded Free School Meals
Families receiving Universal Credit with household earnings above £7,400 per year.
Students in this category are entitled to Free School Meals.
 
Transitional protections for FSM will end, and households must meet the FSM eligibility criteria. It is therefore important that all eligible families apply, even if your child currently receives a free meal, as this will not automatically continue from September. 
 
We would also like to remind families that the Government's Household Support Fund has now been replaced by the Crisis Resilience Fund, which may provide additional assistance to families experiencing financial hardship.
 
If you think you may be eligible for Free School Meals, or if your circumstances have recently changed, we encourage you to apply as soon as possible.  You can apply using this link https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent 
 
If you would like further advice or support with an application, please do not hesitate to contact the school, and we will be happy to help but please do check this link for further details:
 
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/06/expanding-free-school-meals-what-parents-need-to-know/ 


Yours faithfully,
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Mr R Moorfield
SENCO, Pupil Premium & Inclusion Lead
St Mary of Charity Primary School
Orchard Place
Faversham
Kent
ME13 8AP
Tel: 01795 532496 (opt 4)
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