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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been lovely to welcome everyone back to school and to see how quickly the children have
settled into their new classes and routines. The start of a new academic year is always an exciting
time and | have been incredibly impressed by the enthusiasm, positivity and excellent attitudes
towards learning that have been on display across the school since the start of term. The children
have been involved in lots of wonderful events and we are ending the week with our annual
Dance Days workshop.

Today the school has been filled with music, movement and smiles. The children have embarked
on a wonderful journey around the world through dance, learning about different cultures and
traditions while developing their confidence and performance skills. The enthusiasm and energy
shown by every class was fantastic to see, please do check out ClassDojo for videos and pictures.
Dance Days are always a highlight of the school calendar and provide a wonderful opportunity for
children to celebrate diversity, learn about different cultures and have lots of fun together. Thank
you to all staff who support the event and help make the day such a success, but a special thank
to Ms Watson who coordinates and plans it each year.
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There have been two important letters that have already been shared with families this term:

PE changes — the first explained the reduction in funding that the school receives this year and
the impact that this has made to our PE provision. We are still surveying parents to find out if
you would consider supporting financially to enable us to continue with some of the previous
provision that we have benefitted from. If you have not yet had the opportunity, please do read
the letter (available in MCAS) and complete the survey
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/QHA2JqtfKz so far, we have had 31 replies but would really like
more before we make a decision.

Behaviour Policy — the second letter introduced our new behaviour policy and explained this to
parents. This has been well received by the children and is explained in more detail to parents
when you attend your child’s ‘Meet the Teacher’ event.

A huge well done to those pupils who sat the Kent Test on Thursday, starting the term with an
intense day of testing is never easy and | was proud of the mature, positive and resilient way the
children approached the day. Regardless of outcome, they should all be very proud of
themselves for giving their very best.

And finally, we had an impromptu fire alarm this week, triggered by an overcooked fajita during
a cooking lesson! | am pleased to say that the whole school, including our newest children in
Year R, responded incredibly well. Everyone remained calm, sensible and followed procedures
brilliantly, making what could have been a disruption a valuable learning experience.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Rowley-Jones

Headteacher
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Please take a look to see what
your child will be learning
this term and how you can

support them at home.

~ Together we can make a differenc, -

=, inyour child’s Ieaming journey! g
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P cub

We run our own Breakfast Club and After School Club; spaces for these
need to be pre-booked at least 24 hrs in advance using the MCAS

App. Please contact the school office if you need support booking a place for
your child.

Breakfast Club: 7:30am-8:35am
After School Club: 3:15pm- 6pm (with a 4pm, 5pm & 6pm collection
option)

Please note: If you wish to collect after 5pm, we require 7 days’ notice. Contact
the office via email or phone to book a 6pm slot.

Please take care on school site, no parking or driving in pedestrian areas and
ensure that groups of parents do not block entrances/pathways into the

school.
Caution
' Children need to bring a water bottle into school daily. This should be filled
£ with plain water only unless your child has a medical condition that
Dont

necessitates a different type of fluid. The children have opportunities to refill
Fa'rge)l" ! their bottles throughout the day and are reminded to do so.

Due to the changing nature of the weather children are required to have a
waterproof coat with them each day. We always try to get outside
regardless of the weather. We also recommend your child having wellington
boots in school for access to the grass and mud kitchen areas when it is wet.



This week in Worship

This week in worship we have been focusing on
coming together again as a community. We have
considered how we build a strong community and
understand and encourage each other. We focused
on the bible story of Nehemiah.
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Due to our Dance Days workshops, we did not have
collective celebration worship this week. We look forward to
next week when we will be awarding badges to the children

who have taken on Leadership roles this year.




IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT

-

INTERNET SAFETY

This week’s posterisabout CHARACTER.AI Please continue to monitor your child’s online behaviour and
access. If you need help with a specific app we have not highlighted yet, please talk to Mrs Ling.

ATTENDANCE

. If your child is poorly and unable to come
“THIS MORNING, to school, please ensure that you inform

HE HAD A RUNNY =t the office via telephone or leave a
NOSE... BUT LOOK s message on our answer phone.
o AT HIM NOW!

Department

You MUST phone in before 9.10am.

ATTENDANCE
COUNTS. \
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DROP OFF MAIN ENTRY

Can we please remind parents that school gates shut at 8:45am. If you arrive ALL VISITORS

late, please drop off your child/ children at the school office. MUST REPORT
TO THE

For safeguarding reasons we do not allow parents/carers to drop off their SCHOOL OFFICE

children to their classes.

| IMPORTANT I We would politely ask all parents/carers to supervise your child carefully during drop off
and pick up. Ball games are not permitted before school as this poses a risk to other

children, please do not allow your child to play with a ball anywhere on the
school site before the start of the school day.
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The School Gate

Please be mindful of other children and parents at the school gates. The front of the
gates can become a very crowded place and we want children to have ease entering the
school in the morning. Please encourage your child to walk through the gates on their
own and do not stand in groups talking where you potentially block the entrance. It is
intimidating for children to walk through adults into school.

HEALTHY LUNCHES

We promote healthy eating at St Mary of Charity Primary School and would
appreciate parents adhering to the healthy eating guidelines as below:

Sweets: Please do not pack sweets or chocolate bars.
Drinks: children under 5 receive free milk with their snacks and water is

available for everyone whenever they want to drink. Please do not send in fizzy
drinks with your child’s packed lunch.

Nut Free: Please be aware that we are becoming a nut-free school. We now have children in school who
have potential life-threatening nut- allergies which can be triggered by direct or indirect contact with
nuts in the environment. To keep our children safe, we request that parents please find a nut-free
alternative. This also includes NUTELLA or any CHOCOLATE spread.
Thank you for your co-operation.

¢k Ydschool

SCHOOL DINNERS -

NONUTS ORNUT
PRODUCTS ALLOWED
INSCHOOL

Dinner Money cost £3.10
Please be reminded school meals are to be paid for in advance.

WRAPAROUND CARE: Both Breakfast and Afterschool club bookings are placed under this tab and

payments need to be made when you book your session for your child. This is done to avoid any
payments not made.

Please be reminded to clear out any outstanding balances under individual
accounts of your children.




Dates for your Diary

Date Event
17t September 3.15-4.15pm Yr 4 Meet the Teacher
18" September 9am — 10.30am PTFA MacMillan Coffee Morning & AGM
23" September Individual Pupil Photos
28" September — 2™ Year 6 Residential
October
1°* October Pirate Day Lunch
9th October Hello Yellow Mental Health Day — wear something yellow to
school
14" October PTFA GLOW Disco
22" October 2.30pm Year 3 Class Assembly — parents welcome
23" October 9.30am Harvest Festival at St Mary of Charity Church - all families

welcome







