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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we move towards the end of a busy and successful term, | would like to thank everyone for
their continued support of our school community. There has been a wonderful sense of
enthusiasm around school this week, with children embracing new opportunities, demonstrating
leadership and showing pride in representing our school.

Harvest Service and Donations

A reminder that we will begin collecting Harvest Festival donations from Monday next week. The
children will carry these offerings with them to church on Friday, so please ensure that any
donations are sent into school before then.

As part of our Harvest Service, each child will have the opportunity to take their donation to the
altar as they enter the church before taking their seat for the service. This will be meaningful part
of our worship and helps children reflect upon the importance of generosity, gratitude and
supporting those in need.

We look forward to welcoming families to join us at 9.30am next Friday for our Harvest Service.
Your support and presence at these special occasions is always greatly appreciated.

Please note that school will finish at the normal time of 3.15pm on Friday for the end of term.
GLOW Disco Success

A huge thank you to our fantastic PTFA for hosting and organising Wednesday's GLOW Disco. The
children had a wonderful evening, and it was lovely to see so many smiling faces enjoying
themselves with friends.
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Events such as these take a tremendous amount of planning and commitment from volunteers,
and we are incredibly grateful for everything the PTFA does to enrich the experiences of our
children and raise valuable funds for the school.

House Captain Appointments

This week, Mrs Albin and | had the pleasure of interviewing pupils who had applied to become
House Captains.

We were extremely impressed by every child who put themselves forward. Each candidate
prepared and delivered a speech and thoughtfully reflected on the qualities and ideas they would
bring to the role. Their confidence, enthusiasm and commitment to making a positive difference
within our school community made the selection process particularly difficult.

Unfortunately, we can appoint only two leaders per house, but we are delighted with those who
have been successful and are confident they will represent their houses with pride, integrity and
enthusiasm throughout the year.

We would also like to recognise all applicants for the courage they showed in applying and
presenting themselves so professionally. They should be very proud of their efforts.

Remembrance Day Appeal

From next week, we will begin selling a range of Remembrance Day items in support of this
important annual appeal.

Items will be available to purchase at breaktimes from our House Captains on the playground.
The suggested donation is £1 per item.

If you would like your child to purchase an item, please send them to school with their donation
money. Thank you in advance for supporting this worthwhile cause and helping children
understand the significance of remembrance.

And finally, it is a busy weekend in Faversham with the Carnival celebrations taking place. | hope
everyone attending has a fantastic time and enjoys the many events happening across the town.

See you on Monday,

Yours sincerely,
[ 5

Mrs Rowley-Jones

Headteacher




support Remembrance
®: ~Poppies: ¢

and other poppy themed items
for Remembrance Sunday

will be available from the

School Office

: from Monday 19th October 2026 3
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Suggested donation is £1

— A QR code is also avallable -
7 at the office if you wish to ~
donate online.
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WRITING COMPETITIONS FOR
CHILDREN & YOUNG ADULTS

FAVERSHAM
LITERARY

FESTIVAL
S

SUBMIT A STORY OR POEM
UP TO 500 WORDS

THREE ENTRY LEVELS:
* YEARS 3-6
 YEARS 7-10
* YEARS 11-13

IST PRIZE: £30 BOOK TOKEN
2ND PRIZE: £20 BOOK TOKEN

Plus the wining entry from each group will
win £100 worth of books for your school
library or a nominated book charity

Deadline for entries: 15 January 2027
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We run our own Breakfast Club and After School Club; spaces for these
need to be pre-booked at least 24 hrs in advance using the MCAS

App. Please contact the school office if you need support booking a place for
your child.

Breakfast Club: 7:30am-8:35am
After School Club: 3:15pm- 6pm (with a 4pm, 5pm & 6pm collection
option)

Please note: If you wish to collect after 5pm, we require 7 days’ notice. Contact
the office via email or phone to book a 6pm slot.

Please take care on school site, no parking or driving in pedestrian areas and
ensure that groups of parents do not block entrances/pathways into the
school.

. We have had to make the decision to ban the use of school bikes after
CautIOn school and these were not being cared for or supervised adequately.
Children are not allowed to ride bikes on the playground after school. Please
ensure that your child does not do this.

. Children need to bring a water bottle into school daily. This should be filled
with plain water only unless your child has a medical condition that
necessitates a different type of fluid. The children have opportunities to refill
FO‘VQ@{" . their bottles throughout the day and are reminded to do so.

Due to the changing nature of the weather children are required to have a
waterproof coat with them each day. We always try to get outside
regardless of the weather. We also recommend your child having wellington
boots in school for access to the grass and mud kitchen areas when it is wet.



This week in Worship

This week in Worship it has been Thank a Vicar
week so we have been thinking about all that
Reverened Simon does for our local community and
how we can offer him thanks.
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FINLEY, IMOGEN, .
, HORTENSE,
ELSBETH, TYLER-JAY, EILE,
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, AVA, JARRA,
INGRID, DAWSON, :
MYLA, DESTINY-MAE,
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GLORIA, LUNA, RILEY,
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IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT
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INTERNET SAFETY

This week’s poster isabout CYBER CRIME Please continue to monitor your child’s online behaviour and
access. If you need help with a specific app we have not highlighted yet, please talk to Mrs Ling.

ATTENDANCE

> If your child is poorly and unable to come
“THIS MORNING, ' to school, please ensure that you inform

HE HAD A RUNNY = the office via telephone or leave a
NOSE... BUT LOOK s message on our answer phone.
o AT HIM NOW!

Department

You MUST phone in before 9.10am.

ATTENDANCE
coums.\

for Education . ! iy /(
:
€

DROP OFF

DROP OFF MAIN ENTRY

Can we please remind parents that school gates shut at 8:45am. If you arrive ALL VISITORS

late, please drop off your child/ children at the school office. MUST REPORT
TO THE

For safeguarding reasons we do not allow parents/carers to drop off their SCHOOL OFFICE

children to their classes.

| IMPORTANT I We would politely ask all parents/carers to supervise your child carefully during drop off
and pick up. Ball games are not permitted before school as this poses a risk to other

children, please do not allow your child to play with a ball anywhere on the
school site before the start of the school day.
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We all want to continue being informed and inspired by the ever-expanding capabilities of the internet. But we also need to be able
safeguard ourselves againstthe growing amount of online hazards. Knowing what is fact, understanding what dangers exist and taki
appropriate steps can go a long way towards protecting yourself and your family. National Online Safety has collaborated with the York

and Humber Regional Cyber Crime Unitto compile 10 pointers to help you keep your children safe from cyber crime.

B

1. Spot Phishing Bait ]

—
Phishing messages are untargeted mass emails asking
for ungﬂw information (e.g. usermames, passwords,
bank details) or encouraging recipients to visit afake
website. It's safest to learn the warning signs of phishing
and increase your child’s awareness. Too goodto be
true? Speliing ar punctuation errors? Odd sense of
uo?ancy?TheseaeoﬂredﬂogaDomclickm finks or

follow demands if you're unsure, contact the officia
company direc tly online to enquire further.

-4

3. Encourage Strong Passwordsm

Weak passwords make it faster and easier for
someone to access to your online accounts or
get control of your device - giving them a routs to
your personal information Fora strong password,
national guidance recommends using three random
words (elg. bottlegaragepylans). Consider paying for
your child to access a password manager.
Encourage them to have a separate password for

their email account Ensure the whole family uses
two~factor outhentication where possible.

S. Back up Your Data

Some cyber attacks can lead to the theft or deletion
ofimportant (and possibly sensitive) data or lossof
files (like photos and videos) that can't be replaced.
Backing up(ourdmn tothe cloud - orto another
device —will help prevent data loss if you ever
become the victim of a cyber attack. Where possible,
set your child's devices to back up automatically.
Also encourage them to back up theirdata priar to
installing any updates.

]

7. Take Care When Chatting 'j

Criminals may look to manipulate others anline
and coerce theminto uain%thelrtdents or cyber
skills for unethical means. Try to get your child to
be open about who they are talking to online.
Communication tools such as Discord are
popular amang gamers ~ butbe cautious of the
other people using them, and ensure you know
who yourchild is chatting with.

9. Understand Their Motivations

Those beinginfluenced online to use their skills
unethically may display certain key warning signs.
Sudden evidence of new-found wealth (unexplaine:
new clothes ar devices, for example), secrecy around
their anline behaviour or boasting of new online
- friendships are all causes for concern. if in doubt,
refer through to your regional cyber crime team.
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Produced in Partnership with

Crime Unit (vmccu} works with the Nationa
Crime Agency (NCA) andother partners, in
the UK and abroad, toinvestigate and prevent
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2. Don't Over-Share

is your child sharing too much on social media
they post things about their private life, upload
images of your home, or discuss their friendshi
and relationships online? Criminals will gather
information and may try to use it foridentity t

orother offences such as froud. To combat this
ensure your child’s privacy settings mean they
only sharing information with family and close
friends. Use parental controls where ap propric

4 Stay Updated

People often putoff installing updates to apps
sof tware becouse they don't feel it's necess
can be time consuming, orcould cause proble
with programmes they rely on. Butupdates he
protect users fromrecently discovered
vuinerabilities to malware. You can usually set
them to run automatically - encourage Your
to select this option. Ensure updates areinstall
as soon as possible after you‘re notified they‘re
available.

6. BeWary of Public WiFi

Free public Wifl is commonplace - butit's often
secure and sends unencrypteddata via the net
A hacker onthe same netwark could access pers
data (like financial information) without youever
they'd done so. To avoidthls,mtt
your child that they use their 3Gor 46 e dat
when they’re out and about, rather than free Wi
Cansider purchasinga VPN (Virtual Private Netw

where possible.

8 Recognise Warning Signs {

Often, budding cyber experts will relish the challe
of testing themselves orearning r ition froi
peers for their exploits. Even principled ‘white~ha
hackers will look to test their skills online. If yout
your child is interested in hacking, try to understc
what their motivation is. You could encourage ti
participation in ethical competitions such as bug
bounties.

10. Know the Consequences
Many young people may feel that hacking is

y essentially alight-hearted prank, and not

especially serious. So make sure your childis
aware of the implications of a conviction unde
the Computer Misuse Act —~ not only the possit
of acriminal record, but also lifelong travel
restrictions and damage to their future caree
educational prospects.
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The School Gate

Please be mindful of other children and parents at the school gates. The front of the
gates can become a very crowded place and we want children to have ease entering the
school in the morning. Please encourage your child to walk through the gates on their
own and do not stand in groups talking where you potentially block the entrance. It is
intimidating for children to walk through adults into school.

HEALTHY LUNCHES

We promote healthy eating at St Mary of Charity Primary School and would
appreciate parents adhering to the healthy eating guidelines as below:

Sweets: Please do not pack sweets or chocolate bars.
Drinks: children under 5 receive free milk with their snacks and water is

available for everyone whenever they want to drink. Please do not send in fizzy
drinks with your child’s packed lunch.

Nut Free: Please be aware that we are becoming a nut-free school. We now have children in school who
have potential life-threatening nut- allergies which can be triggered by direct or indirect contact with
nuts in the environment. To keep our children safe, we request that parents please find a nut-free
alternative. This also includes NUTELLA or any CHOCOLATE spread.
Thank you for your co-operation.

¢k Ydschool

SCHOOL DINNERS -

NONUTS ORNUT
PRODUCTS ALLOWED
INSCHOOL

Dinner Money cost £3.10
Please be reminded school meals are to be paid for in advance.

WRAPAROUND CARE: Both Breakfast and Afterschool club bookings are placed under this tab and

payments need to be made when you book your session for your child. This is done to avoid any
payments not made.

Please be reminded to clear out any outstanding balances under individual
accounts of your children.
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Together with Trussell

HARVEST
SCHOOI.

COLLECTION &=

— HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE IN FAVERSHAM & VILLAGES — i §

Please donate the following items to support
individuals and families in our community.

Brown/BBQ I Unisex ‘ Household
sauce Deodorant cleaning products

R red wi
This foodbank is run in partnership with local churches, facilitated by Faversham Foodbank. FUNDRAISING
Registered charity number 1158413 | Registered in England and Wales REGULATOR



Dates for your Diary

Term1
Date Event
19" October Creepy Claws Assembly 2.45pm
20" October Year 6 Golden Ticket reward pm
22" October 2.30pm Year 3 Class Assembly — Yr 3 parents welcome
23" October 9.30am Harvest Festival at St Mary of Charity Church — all families
welcome
Term 2
Date Event

9t" November

Start of Term 2

10" November

Year 4 Egyptian Day

11" November

Kent Fire & Rescue Fire Safety talks for each class
PGL Presentation for Year 5 Parents — 3.15pm

13" November

Children In Need

16t — 20" November

Anti-Bullying Week
MOCK SATS Year 6
Book Fair in School

17t & 19t November

Parents Evening 2.30pm — 5.30pm

25" November

Flu Vaccine for pupils

26" November

Planetarium Visit

27" November

School Tours for EYFS 2027 starters

1%t December

Christmas experience at Davington Church, Year 4

3'Y December

School Tours for EYFS 2027 starters

7" December

NCMP Year R and Year 6

9t December

Governor Prize Giving







